
TACHOGRAPH RECORDING EQUIPMENT 

Make use of the  
Switch Mechanism!
This guide provides information and tips on the use of switch 

mechanisms on tachograph recording equipment. 

As a truck/bus driver, you must operate your tachograph correctly 

to completely record all of your work activities. 

Operators are required to ensure the tachograph and switch 

mechanisms are used properly. 



IT
 IS

 IL
LE

G
A

L 
TO

 R
EC

O
RD

 A
 B

RE
A

K/
RE

ST
 W

H
IL

E 
W

O
RK

IN
G

O
th

er
 w

o
rk

: c
ov

er
s 

al
l w

or
k 

ac
ti

vi
ti

es
 o

th
er

 t
ha

n 
w

he
n 

yo
u 

ar
e 

dr
iv

in
g 

un
de

r 
th

e 
EU

 d
ri

ve
rs

’ h
ou

rs
’ r

ul
es

. I
nc

lu
de

s 
an

y 
w

or
k 

fo
r 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
or

 a
no

th
er

 e
m

pl
oy

er
, 

w
it

hi
n 

or
 w

it
ho

ut
 t

he
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

 s
ec

to
r,

 t
im

e 
sp

en
t 

dr
iv

in
g 

a 
ve

hi
cl

e 
fo

r 
co

m
m

er
ci

al
 

pu
rp

os
es

 n
ot

 c
om

in
g 

w
it

hi
n 

th
e 

sc
op

e 
of

 t
he

 t
ac

ho
gr

ap
h 

ru
le

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
a 

ta
xi

, t
im

e 
sp

en
t 

dr
iv

in
g 

on
 a

 s
ch

oo
l b

us
 s

er
vi

ce
, a

tt
en

da
nc

e 
at

 a
 d

ri
ve

r 
CP

C 
co

ur
se

 e
tc

.

B
re

ak
 a

n
d

 r
es

t:
 c

ov
er

s 
br

ea
ks

 in
 w

or
k 

an
d 

da
ily

 o
r 

w
ee

kl
y 

re
st

 p
er

io
ds

.  
D

ri
ve

rs
 

m
ay

 n
ot

 c
ar

ry
 o

ut
 a

ny
 d

ri
vi

ng
 o

r 
an

y 
ot

he
r 

w
or

k 
w

hi
le

 r
es

ti
ng

 o
r 

ta
ki

ng
 a

 b
re

ak
.  

B
re

ak
 p

er
io

ds
 a

re
 t

o 
be

 u
se

d 
ex

cl
us

iv
el

y 
fo

r 
re

cu
pe

ra
ti

on
.  

D
ur

in
g 

a 
re

st
 p

er
io

d 
a 

dr
iv

er
 m

us
t 

be
 a

bl
e 

to
 d

is
po

se
 fr

ee
ly

 o
f h

is
/h

er
 t

im
e.

 

Pe
ri

o
d

 o
f 

av
ai

la
b

ili
ty

 (P
O

A
):

  c
ov

er
s 

pe
ri

od
s 

of
 w

ai
ti

ng
 t

im
e,

 t
he

 d
ur

at
io

n 
of

 w
hi

ch
 

is
 k

no
w

n 
ab

ou
t 

in
 a

dv
an

ce
.

W
ha

t 
do

es
 t

he
 t

ac
ho

gr
ap

h 
re

co
rd

?
D

ri
vi

ng
 w

ill
 a

ut
om

at
ic

al
ly

 b
e 

re
co

rd
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ta
ch

og
ra

ph
 w

he
n 

th
e 

ve
hi

cl
e 

is
 in

 m
ot

io
n.

  
A

ll 
ot

he
r 

pe
ri

od
s 

of
 t

im
e 

m
us

t 
be

 r
ec

or
de

d 
se

pa
ra

te
ly

 a
nd

 d
is

ti
nc

tl
y 

by
 t

he
 d

ri
ve

r 
us

in
g 

th
e 

 
sw

it
ch

 m
ec

ha
ni

sm
 o

n 
th

e 
re

co
rd

in
g 

eq
ui

pm
en

t.

D
ri

ve
r 

R
es

po
ns

ib
ili

ti
es

:
W

he
n 

yo
u 

ar
e 

ta
ki

ng
 a

 b
re

ak
/r

es
t,

 d
oi

ng
 o

th
er

 w
or

k 
or

 g
oi

ng
 o

n 
a 

pe
ri

od
 o

f 
av

ai
la

bi
lit

y,
 y

ou
 m

us
t 

se
le

ct
 t

he
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 s

ig
n 

on
 t

he
 t

ac
ho

gr
ap

h 
so

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
co

rr
ec

t 
ac

ti
vi

ty
 is

 r
ec

or
de

d 
– 

3 
op

ti
on

s 
ar

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 y

ou
:



IT
 IS

 IL
LE

G
A

L 
TO

 R
EC

O
RD

 A
 B

RE
A

K/
RE

ST
 W

H
IL

E 
W

O
RK

IN
G

Em
pl

oy
er

 R
es

po
ns

ib
ili

ti
es

:
n

 
M

us
t 

ch
ec

k 
th

at
 d

ri
ve

rs
 a

re
 p

ro
pe

rl
y 

us
in

g 
th

e 
sw

it
ch

 m
ec

ha
ni

sm
s 

an
d 

ta
ch

og
ra

ph
.  

n
 

M
us

t 
m

on
it

or
 r

ec
or

ds
 t

o 
en

su
re

 p
er

io
ds

 o
f t

im
e 

ar
e 

be
in

g 
pr

op
er

ly
 r

ec
or

de
d.

n
 

M
us

t 
re

qu
es

t 
fr

om
 e

m
pl

oy
ee

s 
an

y 
w

or
k 

do
ne

 w
it

hi
n 

or
 w

it
ho

ut
 t

he
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

 
se

ct
or

 fo
r 

se
lf

 o
r 

fo
r 

an
ot

he
r 

em
pl

oy
er

.  

n
 

M
us

t 
en

su
re

 t
ha

t 
em

pl
oy

ee
s 

co
m

pl
y 

w
it

h 
th

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 t

im
e 

di
re

ct
iv

e,
 a

nd
 t

he
 

ru
le

s 
on

 d
ri

vi
ng

 t
im

e,
 b

re
ak

s 
an

d 
re

st
 p

er
io

ds
. 

Ti
ps

 fo
r 

D
ri

ve
rs

 a
nd

 O
pe

ra
to

rs
n

 
D

ri
ve

rs
 c

an
 s

el
ec

t 
“o

th
er

 w
or

k”
 o

n 
th

e 
ta

ch
og

ra
ph

 a
t 

th
e 

st
ar

t 
of

 t
he

 w
or

ki
ng

 d
ay

.  
D

ri
vi

ng
 w

ill
 a

ut
om

at
ic

al
ly

 b
e 

re
co

rd
ed

 w
he

n 
th

e 
ve

hi
cl

e 
is

 in
 m

ot
io

n.
 W

he
n 

a 
br

ea
k/

re
st

/p
er

io
d 

of
 a

va
ila

bi
lit

y 
is

 r
eq

ui
re

d,
 o

pe
ra

te
 t

he
 s

w
it

ch
 m

ec
ha

ni
sm

 t
o 

re
co

rd
 t

he
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 p

er
io

d 
of

 t
im

e.
 W

he
n 

fin
is

he
d 

w
it

h 
th

at
 p

er
io

d 
of

 t
im

e,
 

“o
th

er
 w

or
k”

 s
ho

ul
d 

ag
ai

n 
be

 s
el

ec
te

d.
 

n
 

At
 t

he
 e

nd
 o

f t
he

 w
or

ki
ng

 d
ay

, t
he

 s
w

it
ch

 m
ec

ha
ni

sm
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 s
et

 t
o 

“b
re

ak
/

re
st

” 
w

he
n 

al
l d

ri
vi

ng
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 w
or

k 
ha

s 
be

en
 c

om
pl

et
ed

. 

n
 

A 
dr

iv
er

 d
oi

ng
 w

or
k 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 t

he
 s

co
pe

 o
f t

he
 t

ac
ho

gr
ap

h 
ru

le
s 

m
us

t 
re

co
rd

 it
 

m
an

ua
lly

: t
hi

s 
ca

n 
be

 d
on

e 
on

 a
n 

an
al

og
ue

 r
ec

or
d 

sh
ee

t 
us

in
g 

th
e 

re
ar

 o
f t

he
 

sh
ee

t 
an

d 
on

 d
ig

it
al

 b
y 

us
in

g 
th

e 
m

an
ua

l e
nt

ry
 fu

nc
ti

on
.  



Drivers and operators who do not ensure that all 
driver activities are properly recorded and the 
switch mechanisms are used correctly are liable 
to be prosecuted in Court.

Disclaimer: Please note that the information 
given in this guidance is a general overview and 
not a legal interpretation.

Further information: 

www.rsa.ie 
enforcement@rsa.ie


